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Company the women gradually disappeared. Throughout the
sixteenth century we get complaints that, in addition to employ-
ing more apprentices than they should, the wealthy members
* instructe wenches in their arte ', There was a large increase
of unskilled labour in every trade, and women have always been
liable to form the cheapest class of this worst exploited section
of the industrial world. There are several reasons for this,
which may be summed up by saying that women have other-
sources of income. Thus they add to their other work domestic
labour in the home, whether as wife, daughter or mother, and
indirectly supplement their outside wage. They earn part of
their keep by other means than their trade wage and hence can
be beaten down to accept sums below the level of subsistence.
Protected by the gild system when in its prime, they were left
helpless by the loosening forces of the changing world in a new
era when competition, in ever-increasing fierceness, declared
the supremacy of might and the survival of the greediest.

The new religion added its quota to the forces relegating them
to an inferior position, and there was little hope for women to
assert or protect themselves in an age when Milton wrote of
Eve and John Knox preached against the monstrous rule of
women. Although like the English agricultural labourer the
women of the same stiff-necked race did not go under without
protest, as the good citizens' wives showed when they stormed the
House of Commons in 1642, the process of decay with both
began in this period; it was more than two centuries before they
reached the lowest level.

Of children in the sixteenth century it is still more difficult
to know much. Life for them must have been hard, but it had
been hard before; it certainly was to be harder later. There
seems, however, to have been a real consciousness in all classes
of the importance of children and a genuine care for their welfare,
even if combined with a somewhat Spartan notion of the best
training for them. But at least men aimed at giving them
training, and much energy was spent on carrying out the laws
as to apprenticeship, the training of the destitute, and the